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charge by now succeeding Justice Brown. In the nature
of things the trust must end with this Administration, and
one or two years is short to do much. Yet the next session
of Congress may result in much for the benefit of the Fili-
pino, and it seems to me it is my duty to be in the fight."

The election took place on November 2, 1908, and Taft
was elected triumphantly, receiving 321 electoral votes
against 162 for Bryan, and a plurality of 1,269,800 in the
popular vote. This was the largest electoral and popular
vote ever received by any candidate except that recorded
for Eoosevelt in 1904, when he had 336 electoral votes and
a plurality of 2,545,500 in the popular vote.

Five days after his election, November 7, 1908, Mr. Taft
wrote from Hot Springs, Va,, to the President a long letter,
mainly composed of a review of the results in various
States, and saying in recognition of the President's services
on his behalf:

"I have just reached Hot Springs, and have only now
taken up my correspondence. The first letter I wish to
write is to you, because you have always been the chief
agent in working out the present status of affairs, and my
selection and election are chiefly your work. You and my
brother Charley made that possible which in all probability
would not have occurred otherwise. I don't wish to be
falsely modest in this. I know, as you have said to me
when we have talked the matter over, that neither you nor
he could probably have done the same thing with any other
candidate, under the circumstances as they were, but that
doesn't affect the fact as I have stated it, or my reason for
feeling the deep gratitude which I do to you both for what
has happened and the successful efforts which you have
made, costing time and energy and subjecting you to severe
criticism and, in some cases, the loss of personal friend-
ships that you might have avoided."